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Seasonal changes of shell length of stranded Argonauta argo

on the coast of Ishikari Bay, Hokkaido, Japan in 2010

Kenji SHIGA and Shizutaka ITO

Abstract

It was revealed that smaller sized shells of Argonauta argo are dominant in the early stage of

mass stranding event in the autumn, while larger shells become remarkable in the late stage, on

the coast of Ishikari Bay, as a result of preliminary study based on the case of 2010. This suggests

that young and small argonauts tend to strand earlier than larger, and their life history is

independent of the season. Stranded shells of A. argo in 2010 are the most abundant in the last 10

years around the Ishikari Bay. Furthermore, hectocotylus (male mating arm) was found on a

stranded shell. This is the first record in Hokkaido.

Key words: Argonauta argo, Ishikari Bay, warm-water driftage, life history, hectocotylus
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