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Mass strandings of Porpita porpita

on the coast of Ishikari Bay, Hokkaido, Japan in 2012
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Mass strandings of Porpita porpita

on the coast of Ishikari Bay, Hokkaido, Japan in 2012

Kenji SHIGA and Takao ISHIBASHI

Abstract

Mass strandings of Porpita porpita were observed on the coast of Ishikari Bay in October 2012.

These are records for the second time in Ishikari Bay, following the autumn of 2007. Extremely

high temperature of sea surface and continuous strong wind from the sea caused these strandings.

Mean diameter of float of P. porpita in 2012 was 32mm, and approximately 10mm smaller than in

2007.

Key words: Popita porpita, Ishikari Bay, mass stranding, warm-water driftage,

sea surface temperature
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