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Strandings of Argonauta argo (Cephalopoda: Argonautidae)
along the coast of Ishikari Bay, Hokkaido, Japan during 2005-2009.
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Strandings of Argonauta argo (Cephalopoda: Argonautidae)
along the coast of Ishikari Bay, Hokkaido, Japan during 2005-2009.

Kenji SHIGA and Shizutaka ITO

Abstract
Four hundreds eighty-three shells of stranded Argonauta argo were collected along the
coast of Ishikari Bay, Hokkaido, Japan in five autumn seasons from 2005 to 2009. Investigation
of relationship between the sea surface temperatures and the number of stranding A. argo shells
revealed that the higher SST in Ishikari Bay during September and October leads to the
increase in subsequent strandings of A. argo. As a result of comparison of recent stranding data
in Ishikari Bay and three areas in Honshu and Kyushu (Shimokita, Niigata, and Fukuoka), It
was found that the mass strandings in each area are not synchronous. It shows the mass
stranding of A. argo seems to be a local phenominon.
Key words: Argonauta argo, Ishikari Bay, sea surface temperature, mass stranding, warm-water

driftage
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