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Distribution of the saccharinian kelp
along the coast of Ishikari City, Hokkaido, Japan.

Tadashi KAWAI, Takanori KURIBAYASHI, Akiyoshi SHINADA,
Masahiro ITO and Norishige YOTSUKURA

Abstract
Present study carried an interview survey of fisheries related persons in 2021 to detect the

local name of Saccharina japonica var. ochotensis in Ishikari City, Hokkaido, Japan. The kelp in
Atsuta region, Ishikari City has been called “Atsuta-Konbu” and the local name in Hamamasu
region is “Konbu”. Catch statistics of the kelp in Ishikari City since 1991 were analyzed. The kelp
had been caught in Ishikari, Atsuta, and Hamamasu regions, but after 2005 records of catch occur
only for the Atsuta region. Catch volume in Atsuta region show repeated pattern of alternately
good and poor catch years with the catch volume in poor years being less than half that of good
years. Relationship between mean water temperature of calendar months off the coast of Ishikari
City and catch volume of each year in Atsuta region, after 2005 showed that there was no
significant relationship between water temperature and catch volume. Diving survey to examine
the distribution of saccharinian kelp species and their life-span, in Ishikari City, were executed in
June and August, 2021 with surveys along the coast of Ishikari region and Minedomari, Atsuta
region in November 2021. Both annual and perennial sporophytes of S. j. var. ochotensis with
Saccharina cichorioides were obtained from Atsuta region, while only annual kelp sporophytes of S.

J. var. ochotensis distributed in Hamamasu region.

Key words: catch statistics, Ishikari River, life-span, local name, Saccharina cichorioides
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